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Notes from the Pastor: 

One of the big changes at church last month 

was the re-installation of our renovated side-

window stained glass. It is nice to see our 

familiar friends back after eight long months, 

and for newer members and college students, 

many hadn’t seen them at all. A re-dedication 

Sunday is being planned, and while the date 

isn’t set for sure, it looks at this point like it will 

be on June 5. I do plan to preach on that Sunday 

(and maybe more) about the symbolism in the 

windows and how they are reminders and pointers to Jesus for us. 

We are welcoming new members to Mount Olive on May 1. See 

elsewhere in this newsletter for information about these new 

families, or in some cases, people who have been attending Mount 

Olive for a while. It is nice to welcome others to our congregation 

and have more people to confess and proclaim Jesus Christ with 

us. 

May 8 is Confirmation Sunday. Three youth from 

Mount Olive will confirm their faith, and after 

three years of instruction, begin taking 

communion. These three are Abigail Franck, Clara 

Wodny, and Grant Wodny.  
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We also celebrate Pentecost this month, when the Holy Spirit was 

sent, just as Jesus promised, and Trinity Sunday, reminding us of 

our God who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and transitioning to 

the “non-festival” half of the church year. 

Please note information later in the newsletter about the “End of 

life and funeral planning workshop.” On Sunday afternoon, May 

22, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., Lawyer Terry Trogdon, Funeral 

Director Dan Daugherty, and I will make several presentations 

about, as the title suggests, being prepared for the end of your life 

and planning for your funeral. This is very helpful, and I would 

encourage you or your loved ones to attend. There will be time for 

questions and answers as well. Everyone is invited. 

In all things, we continue to rejoice in our Savior and God’s 

gracious provision to us in all things, physical and spiritual. God’s 

richest blessings to you this month. 

Pastor Rob Franck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3  Highlights May 2016 

                             

    
“This: 

 

Greetings! 

     More information on the litergical colors of the Church! Red is 

a power color and is appropriate for use on Pentecost Sunday. On 

this day we remember the power and fire of "the Lord and Giver of 

Life," who revealed himself as the promised one. The color red 

communicates the motif of strength— strength and power the Holy 

Spirit gives in order for God's people to call on the name of Jesus 

Christ and share that powerful name with others. There is no 

question that red is a compelling festive color. Consequently, it 

serves well as the traditional color for the heroic martyrs of the 

church; with Jesus being the ultimate martyr! The Lutheran 

Service Book church year calendar provides propers for martyr 

festivals and recommends red as the appropriate color. Their red 

blood shed in defense of the Gospel offers perpetual 

encouragement for God's people to be resolute in living the faith. 

(Thanks to the Re. Douglas K. Escue from the LCMS as 

reference!) 

     This May is another month of special events: Mothers’ Day, 

Ascension Day (May 5
th

), Pentecost, Confirmation, Armed Forces 

Day and Memorial Day – not to mention, graduations and 

weddings!  The calendar is extremely busy! We are also combining 

June/July newsletters so the deadline is May 23. 

I hope this gives everyone enough time to gather 

volunteers! Thank you in advance. The office 

will be closed on Memorial Day, May 30
th

. 

Finally, Happy Mother’s Day to all our 

mothers! 

Your servant in Christ, 

Julie 

From the 

Church Office… 
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Circle News: 
 

The May schedule is as follows: 

 Priscilla Circle will meet on Monday, May 2nd at 4:30pm 

 Lydia Circle will meet on Thursday, May 5
th

  at noon.  Bring a 

sandwich to enjoy the meeting and fellowship together!  (Please 

join us for a short Bible Study, at 11:15 before the Lydia Circle's 

noon meeting.) 

 Quilting will meet on Wednesday, May 25
th

 at 9:00am 

 Rebecca Circle – High Tea @ Evelyn’s house is postponed.  

More information to follow. 
 LWML will meet on May 15

th  in the Upper Room after the 

service.  All Mt. Olive ladies are invited! 

 
*All meetings are at the church unless otherwise indicated.  Feel 

free to call the office for information. 

 
 

The April MITE Offering from the congregation totaled $95.32 

(YTD $446.89) Thank you all for your generous gifts for the 

LWML's mission efforts. 

You will be hearing more about LWML's 
activities in future months. All women - no 
matter which Circle you are participating 
in - are encouraged to be active members 
of Lutheran Women's Missionary League. 
Four times a year the LWML's magazine, 
The Quarterly, brings Bible Studies, news 
of events, projects, and people throughout 
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. 

The next mite door offering will be Sunday, May 1st  
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LWML Event:  
 

The 27th Biennial District Convention of the LWML Minnesota 

North will be June 20-22 at the Willmar Conference Center, 

Willmar, MN.  The theme 

is “Heir of God’s Abundant 

Love” 1 John 3:1a (NIV).  

More details and 

registration forms can be 

found in the 2016 spring 

issue of the Minnesota 

Northern Light newsletter 

and on the District website: 

www.lwmlmnn.org.  Make 

plans to attend! 

 
 

 Mt. Olive will be participating in the Baby Bottle Fundraising 

Drive again this year, beginning on Mother’s Day and ending 

on Father’s Day. The funds collected in the baby bottles will 

help support the Christ Child Society, which manages the “crib 

club store” in the Women’s Care Center in Duluth. Please 

consider participating in this effort that will help us change lives 

with your change! 

 

 

Please watch for further 

information in the bulletin as 

Mother’s Day approaches!  

If you have any questions, please 

contact Randy or Robin Muench 

@729-0014. Thank you! 

 
  

http://www.lwmlmnn.org/
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End of Life and Funeral 
Planning Workshop 

 

 

Sunday, May 22 
*2:00 to 4:00 p. m. 

 

  
Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
(2012 E Superior St) will host 
an End of Life and Funeral 
Planning Workshop, with 
presentations by Attorney 
Terry Trogdon on legal 
issues, Funeral Director Dan 
Daugherty on funeral home 
pre-planning, and Pastor Rob 
Franck on 
funeral service 
pre-planning. 
 

 There will be handouts and time for 
questions and answers in both group 
and individual settings. 
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Meet our Confirmands on May 8th 

 

Abigail Lydia Franck 

Grant Patrick Wodny 

Clara Josephine Wodny 

 

Please keep our Confirmands in prayer as they 

arrive at this important milestone in their life 

when they reaffirm their Baptism through the Rite 

of Confirmation. 

 

 

 
 

 

Graduation SundayJune 5
th

 
 

 
  

Please join us for a special coffee hour 

to recognize our high school and 

college graduates.  We pray God's 

blessing upon their future plans.  Be 

sure to call the office to let us know 

of your high school or college 

graduate.  Thank You! 
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Pentecost 

 

The Meaning of Pentecost:  
Pentecost is often called the 

birthday of the church because it is 
the day that the Holy Spirit was 

given to the disciples in the upper 
room and they were empowered to 
go out to preach the Good News of 

Salvation.  

 The word "Pentecost" is 
derived from the Greek word 
for "fifty."  

 The Day of Pentecost, as 
recorded in Acts 2, occurred 
50 days after Jesus' 
resurrection and 10 days after 
His ascension.  

 The day celebrates the 
sending of the Holy Spirit to 
the disciples following Jesus' 
ascension.  

  Because Pentecost is the day that God poured out His Holy 
Spirit on Christ's disciples, the Season after Pentecost is 
centered on sanctification, the work of the Holy Spirit in 

the day to day life of the Christian.  

Through the gift of faith that comes only from the Holy 
Spirit, Christians are enabled to trust in Christ and 
proclaim Him in their daily lives by service to their 
neighbors. The Season after Pentecost is the longest 
season of the church year -- it lasts from Trinity Sunday 
until the first Sunday of Advent. This is the non-festival 
portion of the liturgical calendar during which the church 
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stresses vocation, evangelism, missions, stewardship, 
almsgiving, and other works of mercy and charity as ways 
in which Christ empowers us by His grace to share the 
Gospel with others.  

What Happened On Pentecost? 
According to Scriptures, Acts 2:1-8, the Church came into 
being on the day of Pentecost. Following the Ascension of 
Jesus, believers and the disciples, were fasting and 
praying in an upper room in Jerusalem.  They gathered in 
Jeruselem to celebrate the Feast of Weeks 
(Leviticus.23:15-16).  While there the Holy Spirit 
descended upon them. What seemed to be small flames of 
fire rested upon their heads, and they began to speak in 
other languages. As crowds came to investigate the 
commotion, the Apostle Peter spoke to them about Jesus 
and exhorted them to repent. On that day, many Jews and 
others became followers of Jesus.  

 

 
 
 

Ascension Day Worship 

Thursday, 

 May 5 @ 7:00 pm 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church  

 
 

 

Minnesota State Pastors Conference 

May 9
th

 thru May 11th
 

Pastor Franck and Family will be on vacation  

May 12
th

 thru May 15 
 

http://www.biblica.com/bible/verse/index.php?q=acts2:1-8&niv=yes
http://www.biblica.com/bible/verse/index.php?q=leviticus.23:15-16&niv=yes
http://www.biblica.com/bible/verse/index.php?q=leviticus.23:15-16&niv=yes


10  Highlights May 2016 

 

Reserved for calendar 
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Reserved for calendar 
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MISSION SUNDAY - MAY 15 

 BABY BOTTLE DRIVE 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mt. Olive will be participating in the baby bottle 

fundraising drive again this year, beginning on 
Mother’s Day and ending on Father’s Day. The funds 

collected in the baby bottles will help support the Christ 

Child Society, which manages the “crib club store” in the 

Women’s Care Center in Duluth. Please consider 

participating in this effort that will help us change lives 

with your change! 
 

Please watch for further information in the bulletin as 

Mother’s Day approaches. If you have any questions, 

please contact Randy or Robin Muench. Thank you! 

 

 

 

Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry! 
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Lutheran Student Fellowship: 
The Lutheran Student Fellowship will be meeting 

for the last time this season May 3
rd

 at 7:00pm.   

We have been studying in the book of Daniel. It 

has been a great resource and has a lot of 

interesting information. For our event for April 

we went to The Adventure Zone. Fun was had by 

all. We are winding down to the end of the spring 

semester. We may watch a movie about Daniel the last bible study. 

As always if you know someone who is college age feel free to 

spread the word. We love seeing new faces.! 

Elizabeth and Rachel Franck 
 

    

 
 

 

 

Graduation Party for Rachel and  

Elizabeth Franck 

May 7, 2-4 p.m. 
 

 
Mount Olive members are invited to 
stop by enjoy cake and 
refreshments to celebrate Rachel 
and Elizabeth’s graduation! 
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Our Christ Serve Equine College is a 

faith based Equine Learning and 

Leadership Development program that 

uses the OK Corral Series as the basis 

for instruction. Our faculty of 26 great 

horses and 5 instructors can lead your congregation, family, 

business, or group through a series of exercises designed to 

help you identify challenges, develop solutions to problems, and 

develop leadership skills. 
Horses have a unique ability to reflect the moods and 

personalities of the people around them. These wonderful 

creations provide a way for our participants to have a unique 

experience. 

Individual Benefits: 

Equine learning has been used 

successfully for individual challenges 

as well. Excellent results have been 

generated with reintegrating veterans, 

people with addictions, leadership 

development, and people in trouble 

with the law.  

Families: 

Families face many challenges today but who can resist 

spending time with a horse. We provide opportunities for 

families to spend quality time together while helping them 

understand the relationships and challenges that they face.  

Families learn about such things as decision making,  

communication, goal setting, discipline that works, and setting 

boundaries. 

Our Faculty of 26 horses and 5 Instructors plus experts in 

planning, family, fund development, and more are ready to help 

you have a great workshop, planning meeting, or retreat. 

  218-583-2905  45011 230th St Henning, MN 56551-9449 

info@islandcamp.org 

mailto:info@islandcamp.org
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*May 21 is Armed Forces Day 
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Food for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

As expected, our overflowing pantry from the beginning of the year has 

gone down quite a bit, at times looking like Old Mother Hubbard’s 

Cupboard! Our weekly visits continue to increase and we have been very 

short on certain popular items, such as soup, fruit, canned pasta and 

meat, peanut butter and cereal. We still have about $1,200 left from the 

initial large donations and ongoing monthly donations, however, $300 is 

being spent every month and this is not always adequate to keep up with 

the need. One hundred dollars of this has been coming out of the Family 

Assistance Fund each month, but to keep these funds available for other 

needs, we have stopped this and will attempt to rely on just the food shelf 

money. 

There is about $100 received per month from members, and some food 

brought in each week, and we continue to be very thankful for this! The 

office reports that the people who come in are very appreciative of our 

food shelf, and Bibles are given to those who need them.  

As a reminder, cash/check donations can be placed in the offering plate 

and marked “food shelf.” Other needed food donations, besides those 

listed above, include jelly/jam, tuna and other canned meat, canned 

meals (chow mein, stew), canned veggies, rice, mac and cheese, ramen, 

pasta and pasta sauce, juice, peanuts and microwave popcorn. Popular 

non-food items are deodorant, 

toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner, lotion 

and soap. 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total 
served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229;   
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles); 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles);  
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles); 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles); 
Total served thru April =110 (11Bibles) 
 
Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 

Room. 
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We welcome New Members into the 

family of Mt. Olive Lutheran this month.  

New members are such a treasure 

because they enrich our congregation and 

bring new opportunities to grow and 

fellowship in the Word of God.  Be sure to 

give them a warm welcome as you greet 

them!  For contact information: 

 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Joseph, Heather, Alice and Lilianna Meichsner 

3819 Okerstrom Road    Hermantown, MN  55811 

(612)599-9876 

The Meichsners come to us from The Lutheran Church of 

the Triune God in Brooklyn Center Minnesota.  A new 

job brought them to Duluth.  The family enjoys camping, 

skiing, biking (just about everything!), and all sports.   

 

Margaret Nielson 

127 Calvary Road #109   Duluth, MN  55803 

728-8966 

Margaret comes to us from St. Paul Lutheran in Hinckley 

Minnesota.  She has been coming to Mt. Olive for many 

years and volunteers at St. Luke’s Hospital.   

 

Lawrence, Jennifer, Shelby, Aiden and Sawyer Johnson 

21 Snelling Avenue    Duluth, MN  55812-1159 

724-2808 

The Johnsons come to us from Shepherd of the Hills 

Church here in Duluth.   
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May Anniversaries 

  2 Marv & Judy Hoops 52 years 

  4 Dave & Christine Erven 25 years 

14 Walt & JoAnn Reier 50 years 

23 Robert & Gayle Franck 29 years 

29  David & Barbara Sheedy   34 years 

30  John & Barbara Hass 35 years 

 

 

 
 

 

May Birthdays 

  1  Carla Ahrenstorff 

  2  Joshua Franck 

      Nickcole Thomas 

  7  Sarah Stepec 

10 Randy Muench 

11 Reed Polzin 

15 Norma Mousky 

     Wyatt Robison 

16 Jon Franck 

  

 

17 Blake Wandersee    

18 Laura Jones 

19 Teresa Koivula 

21 Carolyn Lassman 

 Nathan Stephenson 

23  Margaret Nielson 

24 Sylvia Linder 

25 Lois Greenwalt 

      Katherine Saxe 

25  Seth Stepec 

28 Jeremy Cary 

29 Cheryl Beaver 

31 Delores Wendling 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Jose 


